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Why the Absence of Credit Tightening is Still Worrying

leverage Conditions T|ghtest Since COVID in ear]y. The Risk is that there is a Greater Transmission Lag to

2020; although Not as Severe as during the 2008 GFC. & Credit Tightening. In other words, merely Delayed,
' "Not Defied. Relief is thus Premature.
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“Your eyes can deceive you, don’t trust them.” — Obi-Wan Kenobi, Star Wars

e The conspicuous absence of (effective) credit tightening is worrying insofar that it might lull policy-
makers and markets alike into a false sense of security. Crucially, sanguine credit conditions are not
merely a passive “calm before the storm” type of intermission, but arguably an active invocation of
far more hawkish policy intervention that inadvertently amplifies hard-landing risks.

e Point being, sanguine credit conditions defying brutal rate hikes are not to be confused for a
tenable policy “sweet spot”; but instead recognized as delayed policy transmission amid transitory
economic/jobs buffer amid exceptional post-pandemic obfuscations.

e For one, it is important to recognise that post-pandemic quirks, which temporarily boosted
household savings and dulled debt servicing burden against a backdrop of the deluge of pandemic
liquidity, have probably merely stalled, but not stopped, credit transmission from rate hikes.

e What’s more, credit tightening (defined as higher price of, and harder access to, credit) may not be
durably de-sensitized to, much less de-coupled from, dramatically tighter leverage conditions
that have followed the Fed’s tightening cycle.
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e The “leading” nature of tighter leverage conditions, reflecting some degree of slowdown in credit
derivative markets alongside reduction in marginal credit exposures, warns of pre-conditions to
precipitate sharp credit tightening

e Finally, relief about averting downturns from harsh credit tightening is premature; as history
suggests that the most acute tightening not only took place during, but often, after peak rates.

e In other words, worries of a recession resulting from credit tightening, which inflicts pain in the
real economy and potentially unleashes financial shocks, are not eliminated when the Fed is done
hiking; but instead accentuated only after.

e All said, looming economic headwinds from tightening are chronically underestimated; as
monetary policy transmission lags rendered longer and arguably more variable. Whereas, prevailing
veneer of economic insulation adverse tightening impact is on borrowed time.

e Worse, this intervening period of sanguine credit conditions ironically accentuates hard-landing
risks; insofar that misguided confidence about “immaculate dis-inflation” (whereby the economy
is spared the jobs/slowdown pain from hikes), amplifies risks of hawkish policy mis-steps.

e Not “seeing” the usual signs of credit tightening is no guarantee that it is not looming around the
corner. As Obi-Wan warned our “eyes” may “deceive”. And by the time it is “seen”, Fed rate cuts
in response to credit tightening may be too late to halt the downturn. Crucially, the attendant
drop in “risk free” (Fed/UST) rates may not adequately compensate for rising risk premium.

Tightening Credit Conditions that are Associated with Recession
Risks and Follow Tightening Leverage. have Often Lagged Peak
Rates or Even Coincided with Subsequent Rate Cuts! 4.0
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Important Information

This publication has been prepared by Mizuho Bank, Ltd. (“Mizuho”) and represents the views of the author. It has not been prepared by an
independent research department and it has not been prepared in accordance with legal requirements in any country or jurisdiction designed
to promote the independence of investment research and is not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the dissemination of
investment research.

Disclaimer

Unless otherwise stated, all views or opinions herein are solely those of the author(s) as of the date of this publication and are not to be
relied upon as authoritative or taken in substitution for the exercise of judgement by any recipient, and are subject to change without notice.
This publication has been prepared by Mizuho solely from publicly available information. Information contained herein and the data
underlying it have been obtained from, or based upon, sources believed by us to be reliable, but no assurance can be given that the
information, data or any computations based thereon are accurate or complete. This publication provides general background information
only. It is information in summary form and does not purport to be complete. This publication has been prepared for information purposes
only and is not intended by Mizuho or its affiliates to constitute investment, legal, accounting, tax or other advice of any kind and all recipients
of this publication are advised to contact independent advisors in order to evaluate the publication, including, without limitation, the suitability
of any security, commodity, futures contract or instrument or related derivative (hereinafter, a “financial instrument”), product or strategy
herein described. This publication is not intended to be relied upon as advice to investors or potential investors and does not take into
account investment objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular investor. It is not intended for persons who are Retail Clients
within the meaning of the United Kingdom’s Financial Conduct Authority rules nor for persons who are restricted in accordance with US,
Japanese, Singapore or any other applicable securities laws.

This publication has been prepared for information purposes only and is not intended by Mizuho to market any financial instrument, product
or service or serve as a recommendation to take or refrain from taking any particular course of action or participate in any trading or other
strategy. This publication is not an offer to buy or sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy or sell any security or any of the assets, businesses
or undertakings described herein, or any other financial instrument, nor is it an offer to participate in any trading or other strategy, nor a
disclosure document under applicable laws, rules, regulations or guidelines. Nothing contained herein is in any way intended by Mizuho or its
affiliates to offer, solicit and/or market any financial instrument, product or service, or to act as any inducement to enter into any contract or
commitment whatsoever. Neither the author, Mizuho nor any affiliate accepts any liability whatsoever with respect to the use of this
publication or its contents or for any errors or omissions herein.

Mizuho and its affiliates, connected companies, employees or clients may take the other side of any order by you, enter into transactions
contrary to any recommendations contained herein or have positions or make markets or act as principal or agent in transactions in any
securities mentioned herein or derivative transactions relating thereto or perform or seek financial or advisory services for the issuers of
those securities or financial instruments.

All of the information contained in this publication is subject to further modification without prior notice and any and all opinions, forecasts,
projections or forward-looking statements contained herein shall not be relied upon as facts nor relied upon as any indication of future
results. Opinions stated in this publication are subject to change without notice. Future results may materially vary from such opinions,
forecasts, projections or forward-looking statements. The information contained in this publication may not be current due to, among other
things, changes in the financial markets or economic environment. Mizuho has no obligation to update any information contained in this
publication. Past performance is not indicative of future performance.

This is a strictly privileged and confidential publication. This publication contains information addressed only to a specific individual and is not
intended for distribution to, or use by, any person other than the named addressee or any person or entity in any jurisdiction or country where
such distribution or use would be contrary to law or regulation. Save with Mizuho’s prior written consent, you may not disclose, divulge,
reproduce or furnish any information contained herein to any other party. Please notify the sender immediately if you have mistakenly
received this publication.

Singapore: Mizuho is licensed as a bank under the Banking Act (Chapter 19) of Singapore, and is regulated by the Monetary Authority of
Singapore.

Japan: Mizuho is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Agency of Japan.

United Kingdom / European Economic Area: In the UK, Mizuho is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and subject to regulation
by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the extent of MHBK's regulation
by the Prudential Regulation Authority are available upon request. This publication may also be distributed by Mizuho International plc (“MHI”).
MHI is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation
Authority.

United States: This publication is not a “research report” as defined in Commodity Futures Trading Commission (“CFTC”) Regulations 1.71
and 23.605. The content of publications distributed by Mizuho Securities USA Inc. (‘“MSUSA”) is the responsibility of MSUSA. The content of
publications distributed directly to US customers by Mizuho is the responsibility of Mizuho. US investors must effect any order for a security
that is the subject of this report through MSUSA.
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