Mizuho Flash: Vietham

Economics & Strategy | Asia ex-Japan

Oct 25 2022 | Tan Boon Heng | Market Economist

SBV: Restoring Confidence?
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e The State Bank of Vietnam (SBV) took another emphatic rate hike of 100bps, raising the refinancing

rate from 5% to 6%, which fully restores the policy rate to pre-pandemic levels. This move follows
from their first rate increase which was also a 100bp hike on 22 September. The need to prevent
macroeconomic instability and restore confidence in the VND is apparent.

The VND and FX reserves: On 17 October, the SBV widened the USD/VND trading bands* to
accommaodate broad based USD strength and prevent arbitrary defence of VND levels which may lead
to squandering of reserves; ultimately imperilling the very VND stability it aims for.

Since then, the VND had depreciated 2.9% against the USD, leaving a 0.2% gap to the upper bound
to start this week, underscoring the USD strength and tells of the immense pressures which FX reserves
would have to continue to bear if the narrower limits were defended. While FDI inflows and economic
growth remain steady, their FX reserves position is still a budding one relative to regional peers as
it stands just below 3 months of import cover.

The threat here is that excessive reserve drawdown to defend the VND will trigger capital outflow
risks and dent years of efforts in building up investor confidence. As such, their second 100bps
hike is required to further complement their efforts to stabilise the VND, rather than relying
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solely on FX intervention.

e Fed and Inflation Risks: The pre-emptive need here is two-fold. The first one is in view of the rate
differentials with the Fed which is set to widen by at least 75bp next week and consequently add to
VND depreciation pressures.

e Second, the SBV also has their attention on pipeline inflation risks, with the headline and core
inflation likely to breach 4% in the coming months as October’s inflation print will reveal on 29
October. The government’s upgrade of their inflation target for 2023 to 4.5% highlights impending
inflationary pressures and also reminds of the need for policy flexibility.

e Overall, itis critical that the SBV shore up confidence in the VND and prevent undue panic from
triggering financial and economic instability. While a current account deficit of US$3.7bn was
posted for Q2 2022, FX reserves at above US$100bn as of June 2022 suffice at addressing economic
fundamentals. That said, the issue is that troubling memories of FX instability in previous decades
may still haunt markets.

*See Mizuho Chart Speak: SBV-VND: Wider Bands About USD Exceptionalism, Not VND Mercantilism, 17 Oct
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https://www.mizuhogroup.com/binaries/content/assets/pdf/singapore/macro/ad-hoc/chart/mizuho-cs_vnd_221017.pdf

Mizuho Bank, Ltd. | Flash — Economics & Strategy, Asia Ex-Japan

Important Information

This publication has been prepared by Mizuho Bank, Ltd. (“Mizuho”) and represents the views of the author. It has not been prepared by an
independent research department and it has not been prepared in accordance with legal requirements in any country or jurisdiction designed
to promote the independence of investment research and is not subject to any prohibition on dealing ahead of the dissemination of
investment research.

Disclaimer

Unless otherwise stated, all views or opinions herein are solely those of the author(s) as of the date of this publication and are not to be
relied upon as authoritative or taken in substitution for the exercise of judgement by any recipient, and are subject to change without notice.
This publication has been prepared by Mizuho solely from publicly available information. Information contained herein and the data
underlying it have been obtained from, or based upon, sources believed by us to be reliable, but no assurance can be given that the
information, data or any computations based thereon are accurate or complete. This publication provides general background information
only. It is information in summary form and does not purport to be complete. This publication has been prepared for information purposes
only and is not intended by Mizuho or its affiliates to constitute investment, legal, accounting, tax or other advice of any kind and all recipients
of this publication are advised to contact independent advisors in order to evaluate the publication, including, without limitation, the suitability
of any security, commodity, futures contract or instrument or related derivative (hereinafter, a “financial instrument”), product or strategy
herein described. This publication is not intended to be relied upon as advice to investors or potential investors and does not take into
account investment objectives, financial situation or needs of any particular investor. It is not intended for persons who are Retail Clients
within the meaning of the United Kingdom’s Financial Conduct Authority rules nor for persons who are restricted in accordance with US,
Japanese, Singapore or any other applicable securities laws.

This publication has been prepared for information purposes only and is not intended by Mizuho to market any financial instrument, product
or service or serve as a recommendation to take or refrain from taking any particular course of action or participate in any trading or other
strategy. This publication is not an offer to buy or sell or a solicitation of any offer to buy or sell any security or any of the assets, businesses
or undertakings described herein, or any other financial instrument, nor is it an offer to participate in any trading or other strategy, nor a
disclosure document under applicable laws, rules, regulations or guidelines. Nothing contained herein is in any way intended by Mizuho or its
affiliates to offer, solicit and/or market any financial instrument, product or service, or to act as any inducement to enter into any contract or
commitment whatsoever. Neither the author, Mizuho nor any affiliate accepts any liability whatsoever with respect to the use of this
publication or its contents or for any errors or omissions herein.

Mizuho and its affiliates, connected companies, employees or clients may take the other side of any order by you, enter into transactions
contrary to any recommendations contained herein or have positions or make markets or act as principal or agent in transactions in any
securities mentioned herein or derivative transactions relating thereto or perform or seek financial or advisory services for the issuers of
those securities or financial instruments.

All of the information contained in this publication is subject to further modification without prior notice and any and all opinions, forecasts,
projections or forward-looking statements contained herein shall not be relied upon as facts nor relied upon as any indication of future
results. Opinions stated in this publication are subject to change without notice. Future results may materially vary from such opinions,
forecasts, projections or forward-looking statements. The information contained in this publication may not be current due to, among other
things, changes in the financial markets or economic environment. Mizuho has no obligation to update any information contained in this
publication. Past performance is not indicative of future performance.

This is a strictly privileged and confidential publication. This publication contains information addressed only to a specific individual and is not
intended for distribution to, or use by, any person other than the named addressee or any person or entity in any jurisdiction or country where
such distribution or use would be contrary to law or regulation. Save with Mizuho’s prior written consent, you may not disclose, divulge,
reproduce or furnish any information contained herein to any other party. Please notify the sender immediately if you have mistakenly
received this publication.

Singapore: Mizuho is licensed as a bank under the Banking Act (Chapter 19) of Singapore, and is regulated by the Monetary Authority of
Singapore.

Japan: Mizuho is authorised and regulated by the Financial Services Agency of Japan.

United Kingdom / European Economic Area: In the UK, Mizuho is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and subject to regulation
by the Financial Conduct Authority and limited regulation by the Prudential Regulation Authority. Details about the extent of MHBK's regulation
by the Prudential Regulation Authority are available upon request. This publication may also be distributed by Mizuho International plc (“MHI”).
MHI is authorised by the Prudential Regulation Authority and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority and the Prudential Regulation
Authority.

United States: This publication is not a “research report” as defined in Commodity Futures Trading Commission (“CFTC”) Regulations 1.71
and 23.605. The content of publications distributed by Mizuho Securities USA Inc. (‘“MSUSA”) is the responsibility of MSUSA. The content of
publications distributed directly to US customers by Mizuho is the responsibility of Mizuho. US investors must effect any order for a security
that is the subject of this report through MSUSA.
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